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' never have such a thought.

~ mhout the scalp, caused by

FOR FEMININE READERS

>

FASHIONS TO BE EAMGGERATIONS

OF EARLY VICTORIAN STYLES,
L]

-

Soeclety Wants No One Who Carries |

mm Air of Trouble—=The Kitchen
Qutfit=Why the ilair Falls Out.

S =

Tt 18 but repetition to chronicle the fact |

that during “Jubilee yeuar” the prevalling
fashions of the Victorian era are to be
largely manifest, sayvs a fashion writer. In
one way the styles will be modified to suit
the requirements and tastes of modern
times. The poke bonnet, for instance, which
comes up among the promineni revivals,
Wwill be less pokey In its outlines and the
trimmings will be daintier. the strings not
the finper-wide onea of the olden days, and
altogether it will be a much more attrac-
tive and becoming creation; but there s =o
much extravagance shown In most of the
reproductions of bygone modes, thut of
actual similitude in this directiop there is
mone. It i= true our ancestors, both men

and women, paid in comparisen far higher |

prices for their olegant dress fabries than
we of this generation, but tils was real

economy, a8 when purchased it was

tended that the garment made of these
last for years—

which they did, as witness the hundreds of
handsomea gowns still in fine preservation

which were once owned and worn by our
Erandmothers and great grandmothers.
Once purchased and made, the greatest care
was taken of each gown and yard of costly
garniture; and what was intended in those
sensible and practical times to last for al-
most a lifetime is now worn and discarded
In a season, In no direction, however, is
foolish extravagance as apparent as in the
modern silk petticoat, showing a bewilder-
Ing mass of flounces, frills, and flimsy fur-
belows—a heap of . heterogencous
hurried together with flying machines,

tric cutters, and fluting and pinking irons
to form the most ephemeral of flounces, A
study of a dozen of the latest French “crea-

tions” will show them to be gquite worthy
of the diserdered brains of .a coterie of

lunatics. It is vain to attempt a complete

just sent over.
_ in the way of
golor, flummery, and absurdity that has
ever before been dexcribed as excessive and
ting. They are as absolutely vulgur
and unrefined as they are expensive. Who
without seeing could believe that a skirt
wis offered for sale marked 345 that had
‘d-foundation breadths of ecra and
. k plaided taffeta. with cherry red-silk
accordion-pleated, then slashed
with ons of the large plaid set in fan-
shape, these flounces alternating with fes-
med frills of plain ecru silk edged with
k lace and caught up here and there
with bows of flaming red ribbon? This i= a
mild example, for here are Magenta skirts
with Gamboge lace trimmings and purple
tticoats and vivid green styles and yel-
w-silk ones broadly striped with black
satin that would make the wearer look like
& huge bumble-bec. Other models, shot
and brocaded in several different colors,
serve as a foundation for frills, flounces,
and 0O of as mMany more,

Some of the new Victorian evening
dresses of diaphanous material are made
with low necks and transparent long
gleeves. Others, far rr"tliar, have a low

clec-

Jﬂ'_“'l.n.iﬂl-linlmz and high waist of the thin
shirred Inte a ribbon neck-band,

and again at the walst. Instead of satin
or velvet ribbon bows at the back and sides
of tha neck., high-class modistes are now
i g ity fan pleatings of lace abhout
five inches wide, 8Some of these encircle
neck about two-thirds of its ecircum-
rence: other dresses show the lace pleated
up very full to fall over the top of the
awalst only on the sides and at the back
of the collar. Gold and silver threads are
gulr"os'en with some of the newest French

——

Care of the Hair,
New York Sun. -

“What do you think of tha theory ad-
vanced by some savant that man s tending
to evalve into a hairless animal?” was
asked a halrdresser, whose speclalty is dis-
eases of the scalp.

“*There is ahout as much probability of
his walking on his all fours,”" was the pos-
ftive reply. ‘They know next to nothing
@about the hair and the scalp or they would
The halr never
falls out unless there is something wrong
the general

health, the habits of the Individuals, or the

‘way the scalp is treated. Blondes. of econrse,
a rale, have the thickest hair,

. ms
. @8 they average 7™ hairs to the square inch,
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there are 60y chestnut or brown hairs,
| black hairs, only 453 red hairs. I be-
as a rule, red-haired persons Keep
their hair the longest, while it turns
gEray sooner than any other. The hair is a
‘#ood burometer of the health, for if a4 per-

£ son is weak and {ll, with an imperfect cir-
. eulation, the hair invariably becomes thin,

i

uneven, and lacking in natural gloss. 1t is
wonderiul, with the constant falling out of
fhe hair, that thin hair should not be more

3 eul‘m. or that there is not more cases
N ol baldness, The average life of a

T4 ,1
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. quent shampooing should be avoided.
T hest

%

is from two Lo six years.

“About the best way to keep the scalp
healthy 1= to preserve its elasticity. To do
this massage 1s necessary. ané if there
should not be enough oly the hair feeling
dry and brittle, a preparation containing
Janoline, sofiened by the addition of either
vaseline of glycerine, should be worked in
with the fingers., If there is a tendency to
baldness this should be done daily. In such
cases the application of water and too 'II{;;-

|\

hairdressers will all tell you that the
hair should not be washed too frequently,
it deprives it of its natural oil. This is
of the chief reasons why more men
women lose thelr hair early. They
wash or wet it too frequently. The average
person doesn’'t need to wash his hair often-
er than once &« month. but where the halr is
‘exceesively oily, whieh s really a mood
fault, it may be washed once every three
weeks,

“Ax Aage comes on the small vessels the
eapillaries which feed the roots of the hair,
smaller, the hair roots are not

nourished and the hair falls out.
also happens in fevers and disease,

As & usual thing after illness these vessels
soon regain their normal condition and the
Jost hair is quickly restored, but with age,
restoring the hair 1s much mere difficult,

And If the halr follicles are entlrely de-
there = no remedy. The best agents

yved
g“mmﬂn: hair, especiaily where the per-
son has been bald some time. is by mas-
orF electricity. The first can be given
almost any barber, and I bave known
Jadlea who massaged their own heads suc-
m:.ll'y. but the second should only be
b{ or upon the direction of a phy-
sicion. have restored what at first ap-
peared hopeless cases of almost total bald-
ness of long standinkg by dally massage and
the free use of lanoline and vaseline on the
The tincture of cantharides, diluted
1o suit the condition of the individual
:t.l ,» I= very useful when the loss of halr
due to inactivity of the circulation and
the wasting of the glands and hair fol-

“Now dandruff is caused by the opposite

“gondition of the scalp, or the oversecre-

tion by the glands. It is to the scalp what
les are to the face. In these cases
ir follicles are clogged with too much
Ereaséa, thc SimIFII'F[ and most effective rem-
mdy being & thorough shampooing once a
and a daily massage of the scalp
to ald the elrculation. Washes containing
alcohol, ammenia, borax and carbonate of
potassium arq good. but I have never had
A case that wuld not yield to shampooing
and massage.

“Some ladies have great faith in the old
fashioned Idea of giving the hair one hun-
dred strokes with the brush night and
morning. I do not hesitate to tell them
it Is a fake. Many of them think my dis-
like of the hrush a prejudice and pay |
tie attention to my advice, but my dislike
of the brush comeés from more thin twen-
t‘ years' experience. The brush drags out
the halr much more than the comb and
shonld be used ns litle as possible. A pood
healthy head of halr ean be kopt gloesy
as well without the brush as with t. Afl
that s nfcessary is to keep «on and
wmell combed. Another fact about ving
the =calp and hair in  perfect conaidor
which many ladies disregard is the faet
that the hair shoauld be allowed to fall

over the shoulders whoenever eircum-
stances permit, and should never be con-
nnad"at night or during the hours of re-
Farnishing a Kitehen,
Phtladeiphin Press, 5

Mrs. Gesine Lemcke, the famous Brook-
iyn cook, says she can furnish a kitchen
eemplete to her own satigfaction for §75.
and that ske has equipped one for £, and

mothing was lacking.
“First In the list of things necessary s

8 nest of saucepans, from the largest to the

smallest, seven or eight of them. with han-

T

| “These are excellent for beatlng cake.
! finitely

| or

in- i

fabrics !
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dles.” she says. *'1 llke the imported steel.
ware myself. It does not discolor the food,
and it Is easily kept clean. The imported
blueware Is also good and looks pretty in
a kitchen: it {2 much better than the blue-
wire of home manufacture, which does not
wear well. The imported costs more, but
iIs cheaper In the end.

“There must be an fron soup Kettle and
a ham boller, also of fron. There must be
three frving pans—the ijron are better than

other kinds—iarge, medium and small; two |

double boilers, a one and two-quart, or a
pint and a quart, according to the size of
the family. For bread pans [ like the
round ones which fo:l over. It takes a
little longer to make the bread in tham.
If this kind 1= not used there must be two
brick pans. There must be s5Ix round pans

| for layver cake.
“There must be two fluted forms with a |

tube in the center for wine babas, small tin
for wine cake, timbal molds, one dozen,; a
set of cutters for cake, hiscuit and puff
paste, round or fluted. There must be a
nest of wvegetable cutters and two small

| paint brushes to brush different dishes over

with butter’

“You will need one-half dozen s=mall
wooden spoons, and this is the proper
kird." The spoon that Mrs. Lemcke ex-

hibited had 2 bowl flat and rather square

{ In shape, and from the shallowness of the

bowl more like & paddle than a spoon.
in-
to the regular spoons,
assorted sizes. There
eight mixing bowls of
vellow is as good as the
must be one or two jelly

measuring cups—a quart,

superior
They must be of
mus=t be at least
stoneware, the
white. There
forms and tin

pint, one-half pint and gill, and a small tea |

“cale
pound.
“The preserving kettle ean be of steel
of |'ﬂ1{Hl|"!v!l Dlueware, You will neogd
one-half dozen shallow tin pans, one inch

with weights from one-quarter to a

deep, eleven inches long, and five inches |

wide,
ete,,

f'ilkl"_

for coffee cake, puff paste,
and two square pans for

The frying Kkettle of iron
bought with the sleve and all attached.
The long covered fish kettle is provided
with a dralner. Of knives and forks there
must ba half a dozen of each, a broller, a
toaster, and a colander.

“*There must be one soup and one sauce
strainer,” continued Mrs. Lemocke, “a nut-
meg grater, lemon squeezer, ladle for dip-
ping soups, pudding forms with a tube in
the center of each, two pudding pans for
rice and other puddings, two deep dishes
for chicken ple, four ple plates, a
and small roasting pan, molding pan, and
board and rolling pin, three wooden buckets
for flour. powdered and grinulated sugar,

conkies,
molasses

can be

a chopping board, and a chopping bowl and |

knife.

“A carving knife must
a large ftish knife. There
dozen common plates, two cups and say-
cers, and other little utensils. Thers
be skimmers, halfl & dozen tablespoons, hailf
a dozen teaspoons, a funnel, medium sized,
of tin, an egg beater, little scalloped
molds for cake, tin scoops for flour and
SUEAar.

“T'he hread and cake box will be of tin.
There must be splee boxes, and a nest
hoxes for rice, raisine, ete. The salt bhox
should hang on the wall, and there must
be a vinegar jug and a molasses jug. A
meat grinder is very important for Ham-
burger steaks, and preparing forcemeats,
An e cream freezer that will hold two
quarts will be valuable,

“That will be a satisfactory outfit for a
family of six persons. It need not include
=0 many pleces for a smuller family. If
I was to furnish o kitehen more e¢laborate«
v, 1T should get all kinds of molds and cut-
Lers,

“If, T was buying without regard to ex-
pense 1 should get the eopper, tin-lined
ware, which i used in hotels. It would
be casy to spend $1.000 in that way. A me-
dium-sized saucepan in the copper will cost
$4.50 and a tiny one $2.50.

“tut it will wear for a Nfetime. T should
then get all kinds and shapes of utensils,
and the many saucepans that come only in
the copper.”™

be included, and
must be half 4

Women in Business,
J. R. Hoyt, in Collier's Weckly.

“It's all very well to talk of their limited
opportunities and Insufficlent education as
responsible for women's business capabil-
ities being less than that of the average
man,”” remarked a soelety woman the other
day, who had gone into trade and had made
a sucess and a livelihood therelly. “A great
deal of her tpouble is her own fault, One
of the prinecipal reasons for her lack of
sucese lles in the half-hearted way she
gouvs about it. T could several eases
where women have started what ought to
be successfu! ventures, but who lost their
chance by falling to realize that it re-
quired thelr entire time and attention,
Where a man expects to work froem seven
to eight hours a day at his profession, a
woman will often give but half that time
to the pursuit she has chosen. and then
is surprised that ghe does not sueceed het-
ter. Amateurism s the rock upon which
women's professions are apt to go to
pleces.” An ineident which llustrates “‘un-
businesslike” feminine methods of conduet-
ing business occurred a winter or so ago,
when a lady of social prominence in her
native city started a =mall and expensive
little club where, under her supervision,
delicious lunches were served to Its mem-
bers, and which was largely patronized by
a fashionable clientele. Its charges were
only equalled by its exclusgiveness, =0 much
20 that on one ocasion, when a Dutch treat
lunch party of young women came (o pay
the bill they found it about double what
it would have been anywhere else. They
paid it, of course, but expressed their senti-
ments rather freely, whereupon one of the
party received on the following day a lit-
tle note from the exploiter of the restau-
rant, which said that her maids had told
her that the guaests were finding fault with
the bill, and she therefore inclosed 50 cents,
as she did not like her customers o con-
sider her charges extortionate, “How like
a woman's way of deing business!" ex-
clalmed a masculine eritic on hearing the
Sliir}-.
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Simply Be Agreeable,
New York Tribune,

“Of course 1 know that T am poor."” said
a very popular although an impecunious
society woman, “‘but, some way or other,
I cannot feel poor.”

“That is the reason you are such a suc-

commented her friend. “Mrs. Multi-
millions said the other day that you were

the only woman she knew who did not bore

her with yvour troubles, and that was the
reason she liked you so much.”

Those who are not well off, as a rule,
make their straftened circumstances too ob-
vious and people who have lost money re-
tire from the world when there i=s really
no reason why they should do so, They {ake

a back and of course are not urged
to come forward, but If they had remained
in the front no one would have gquestioned

their right to be there, It s not necessary
to spend much or entertain in order to
malintain & position once you have acguired
it. All you have to do I to be agrecable,
and not let soclety see that vou are wor-
ried, Society is good-natured if yvou Jdo not
exact sympathy, and s disposed 1o be
friendly 10 its members who have lost their
money Iif they are plucky and cheerful
about it. and continus to go about.

Of course, if people are morbid
avoid their former associates, the
cannot be expected to hunt them up. but
if they lose their friends it is, in nine
cuges out of ten, more the fault of the peo-
ple themselves than of their former asso-
clates.,. Vanity Pair has no time o look
after those who fall by the wayside, but
people make 4 mistake in thinking she os-
tracizes her citizens simply because they
are poor. It is the concomitants of povertly
that she objects to—the shabbiness, the low
spirits, and, above all, the pride which apes
humility., which s more boring than anys.
thing else,

coss,"”
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From Here nand There,

Small cakes are no longer in demand at
avening parties. Dainty fruit sandwiches
have tak=n thelr place,. Bread s cut very
thin and lightly buttered and then spread
with raisins, dates or candied cherries that
have bgen chopped fine and moistened with
nr.u.:.:t[j.lit'v, sherry or Madeira, Roll and
tie with "aby ribbons. Lemonade or punch
i3 served with these,

The “sunray’ dress sKirts are lkely to
prove very popular this summer, as fash-
o ha
the styvie. It seems a
the dominating taste for immoderate deco-
ration will not legve even thesge new grace-
ful modsls untrimmed. On the latest accor-
deon-pleated skirts, no fewer than thirteen

frilla are arranged.

A deliclous hard sauce for puddings is
prepared with maple svrup., It mav b
served for children, with the certainty that
thelr elders will not refus: on bofled rie
for a4 nursery dessert. Hol! maple syvrup till
thick, cool, and stir wi t silver fork
until It turns a rich cream color and be-
fine fondant. Pour into a pretiy
and cover the top with shelled English
walnuts split into halves,

In the blondless war against
the shirt-walst, and the s« 1
wiist, this trio have carried the day and are
once again triumphant. Fresh models ar
appearing almost hourly now In new bewll-
dering. bewitching forms in every
of fashion In the ¢ity, and word comes from
over the sea that thelr reign abroad is not
over by any manner of means, althougl
costumes and tollets made entirely of ane
fabric are now first cholee for most, al-
though not all, occasions.

The so-called "art linens” manufactured

in Donegal are now made into stviish tallos
costumes, piain, bralded, NOunished with

pity, however, thut

',':l: X

COMmMmes "

dish

the blouse,
\rate TANCY

| of

| alr bubbles,

lurge |
[ last night, a well-known dealer sald:

will |

tin |

of |

s set her unqualified approval upon |
| done b

and
\

domain

handsome white linen lace Insertions, or
facings and vest of white duck, the skirt
completed by bias rows of the duck in
graduated widths, Vesting of heavier linen
than that used for whole sults comes in
basket weaving in red, green, écru, cream,
ete.. with lines or dots of dark bhrown or
biack. The Galatea twills are now maule
into cycling, boating and sea Leach morn-
ing suits for women as well as children.
A troublesome throat irritation or cough,
the result of a winter cold, is most annoy-
ing, but & home remedy will relieve and
often times cure it without the aid of other
medicines. The foliowing formula was
given by a physiclan many years ago, and

! has been found to be of great value: Take

one-quarter of a pound of the besr gum
arabic and pour over it half a pint of hot
water: cover and leave it until the gum is
disolved; then add one-quarter of a pound
pure white sugar and a generous half
gill of strained lemon julce. Place these
ingredients over the fire and let them sim-
mer about ten minutes; then pour the mix-
ture Into a bottie and cork. When taking
this syrup a little water may be added.

Success eludes the average cook in the
making of those appetizing breakfast
ishes—pop-overs. A teacher sayvs it is sim-
ply a question of beating., Pop-overs
long to the c¢lass of batters dependent
for thejr lightness upon the beating in of
and this must be done. The
two eges should be bheaten separately, the
two cups of milk beaten 'n and the two
cups of sifted flour, to which the pinch of
silt has been added, lighily folded in: then
the batter beaten with a Dover egg-beater
to the last degree of lightness. They are
preferably baked in small bowls of yellow
ware, the small stone pans that don’'t seem
to be procurable anywhere outside of Bos-
ton being especlally suitable. But they will
be perfect in the bowls or gem-pans if the
heating is =ufficient. They should bake a
long time in a hot oven.

- #—gin-
HIGH-GEARED WHEELS,

A Questiion Eac_h Rider Should Declde
for Himsell,

New York Comm:. rcial Advertiser.

Many of the victims of the craze for
higher gears, which geems to have attacked
the majority of the vounger devotees of
cyeling this year, repanted deeply yester-
day after the first spin of any length in-
dulged in this season. Remarking on the
weary and worn-out riders of high-geared
wheels who were laboriously pedaling Iu;me
“Ev-
erybody riding a wheel ought to know what
size gear sults him or her, and yel few do.
In fact, you would be surprised at the num-
ber of cycelists who do not even know what
the word gear means. This may seem In-
credible, but it s nevertheless true.

“A safety bieyele has a chain running
over two toothed wheels, and as the
toothed wheel at the back is smaller than
the one In front, it revolves more rapidly,
This toothed wheel at the back is tixed 1o
the driving wheel, and consequently the
driving wheel revolves more often than the
rider's feet. Now, if the driving wheel is
twenty-elght inches in Jdiameter—the usual
gize on a man's wheel—and if it is made
to revolve twice for every revolution of the
pedals, it will prope!l the machine just as
far each time as if a driving wheel double
the size were used which only revolved
once for every time the pedals go round.
It Is the same thing as if the diameter of
the driving wheel were doubled, and we
speak of such a machine as being ‘geared’
to fifty-six. If the driving wheel 18 twenty-
six inches in dianmeter—the usual size on
women's wheels—and It is made to revolve
two and one-half times for each revelution
of the pedals, it becomes the equivalent
of a sixty-five-inch wheel, and the machine
is =aid to be Weared' to sixty-five,

“The grest thing to remember in decid-
ing whether it is better to have a high gear
or a low one {8 that the higher the gear the
mrre slowly the pedals revolve when the
machine is traveling at a given speed, but
the harder the rider has to press on them.
If he finds that he has no ditficulty in get-
ting his feet round fast enough, but that
pressing so hard on the pedals makes his
muscles ache, he may take it for granted
that his gear is too high. PBut if, on the
other hand, the pedals seem to go round
almost without any pressure, and it is the
rapid uvp-and-down movement of the legs
that exhausts him, he may conclude that
the gear is too low. In either case he will
not get the full enjoyment out of cyeling,
or be able to ride as fast or as far, as if
the gear just suited him.

“The really important thing is to study
the " convenience of the muscles, A rider
who has plenty of strength in his legs, bhut
not much agility, will need a high gear,
while a rider who i not strong, but whose
movements are rapid, will need a low gear.
Even with a strong rider a high gear is a
disadvantage when there is much resist.
ance to he overcome, as, for instance, in
hill climmbing or in riding against the wind
or through sticky mud, wille even with a
weak rider a high gear is a great blesding
when descending an ineline at a good speed
or riding on level roads before the wind,

‘Ihr.w renarks will show that it is im-
pofEible to lay down any absolute rule as to
the best gear to adopt. All that can be
done is to throw out suggestions, which
may aford some guidance to those who are
in doubt.

“For men who are about the average ip
regard to muscularity and agility, and who
have no idea of racing, but like to travel at
a moderate speed when the conditions are
favorable, something Hke sixtyv-three to
gixty-six inches will usually be found suit-
able. For good riders who aspire to do fast
work on the roads about seventy to seyv-
enty-five will be a convenient gear. For
ridders who are below the average muscu-
larity, and have no idea of attempting to
ride fast, it may be well to try from fifty-
five to sixty. With regard to women, from
ffty-six to fifty-ecight will v=ually be some-
where near the mark, but delieate women
may be better sufted with a lower gear than
fifty-six, while those of good physique may
exceed fifty-eight.

“In suggesting these gears there are two
or three points which it may be well to call
to mind. The modern bleyele is more easy
to propel than the bieyele of several yvears
ago, and 1t can therefore be geared a little
higher with advantage. For the same rea-
son a light, semi-racing machine may be
geared a little higher than a heavy road-
ster, The above gears are supposed to go
with cranks of the ordinary lon{:lh. but if
unusually long cranks are used the gear
should be higher in proportion, and if the
cranks are shorter than usual the gear
ghould te reduced.

“Although it is a mistake to have gears
too high, there are one or two advantages
in having them as high as e¢an be ridden
with comfort, one of which is that it is
easier to cultivate ankle action when the
pedals move slowly than when they ﬁo
round fast. It i=s also easier to keep the
feet on the pedals or to regain them if
lost; but the higher a machine is geared
the more necessary it is to have a brake
fitted, as the feet are less liable to pull up
the machine by back pedaling. Practice,
and especially the practice of ankle action,
will enable a rider to use a considerably
higher gear with comfort than he s able
to do on first ecommencing to ride.”

Our Country One Hundred Years Ago.

New Orleans Times Pemocrat.
Every gentleman wore a queue and pows
dered his hair.

A gentleman bowing to a lads
seroaped his foot on the ground.

All the population of a village assembied
at the inn on “‘post_dav"™ to hear the WS,
The charch collection was taken in hag
at the end of a pole with a bell attached
to arouse sleapy contributors.

An old copper mine in Connecticut was
used as a prison.
Imprisonment for debt wuas a common
ractice.
p'l’n-:r-- wns only one hat factory, and that
madea cocked hats.

Virginia contained a fifth
population of the country.
Two stawge coaches bore @ll the travel be-
tween New York and Boston,

The Misgissippi valley was not so well
known a2 the heart of Africa now is.
Quinine was unknown. When a man had
ague fits he ook Peruvian bark and whis-

ky.
There was not the
“The Lives

iiways

of the whole

& publie library in
['nited States,

Books woere
of the Poets”" cost £15.

A day laborer recelved
day.

A horseman who galloped on a city street
was Ii:‘.r'tl four .‘*-'[I!“hll.:.-'.

Crockery plates were objected to because
they dulled the knives.

A man who jeered at the preacher or crit-
feised the sermon was fined.

Dry goods were designated as
stuffs” or “women's stuffs."

Stoves were unknown. All cooking was
fore an open fireplace.

Bix days were required for a journey be-
tween New York and Boston.

Many of the streets were not named and
the houses were not numbered,

The pargeut of a theater was called the
pit., and was filled with the rabble,

The whipping post and pillory were still
stunding in New York and Boston,

Three-fourths of the books in every li-
hrary came from bevond the Atlantic.

Twenty davs were required for a letter to
go from New York to Charleston by land.

A New England girl was not allowed to
marry unti! she could bake a loaf of bread
cnt it in smooth, even slloes while it
was still warm

When Virgialan started on a journey to
New York he made his will and bade fare-
well to his friends as though he never ex-
nectod to ses them again.

When a man had enough tea he placed
his spoon across his cup to indicate that he
wanted no more,

The favorite novels of “worldly"” young
women were “Vietoria,” “Lady Julia Man-
deville” and ""Malvern Dole.”

Dances in Philadelphia were given every
two weeks, but young men under twenty
ind girls under eighteen were not admitted,

At the Christmas quilting partics games
were fashiomable, wit ng penulties,

VEery expensive.

two shillings a

“men’s

rels |

D~ |

IN LODGINGS IN LONDON

+

REALITY AS COMPARED WITH NOV-
ELISTS" ROMANTIC PICTURES,

S

Fires That Do Not Warm, Breakfasts
That Do Not Satisfy and Home Com-
forts That Fail to Appear.

Correspondence New York Times.

How well we Americans know the Lon-
don lodging house, or think we do, from
reading English fiction'! To let the Brit-
ish novelist tell the story, the lodging-
house system is the easiest and most com-
fortable in the world for a4 man living
alone.

How could it be otherwise? Here are your
two big rooms in a fine old-fashioned house,
front and back, with a cheerful fire blazing
in each room. In frent is the comfortable
sitting room, with fits sideboard and its
round table. an easy chair or two, perhaps
a desk. In the rear is the sleeping room,
all furnished with the heavy antique En-
glish furniture, spotless bedding, a
doubtleas, and, of course, the inevitable
English "bawth tub™ hanging on the wall
or modestly hidden under the bed. While
you are dressing in one room the breakfast
table is laid Iin the other, and by the time
you are ready up comes the breakfast,
piping hot, and you have only to turn your
feet toward the fire and read your Times
or Telegraph while you enjoy luxuries fresh
from the great London market. Then, if
the weather is too bad for going out Lo the
favorite restaurant, you canlerder up lurfeh
and dinner algo, as well as_ the 5-0'clock tea,
and the “‘snuck’” at 10 fur 11 o'clock at
night that London is fond of.

This makes so pretty a picture of solitary
bliss that it Is almost a pity to turn the
frame around and ook the other side.
But there is, alas! another side.

That coal fire blazing so cheerfully in the
gratle is the thing that interests me most
at this moment, so | shall take that up
first. My fire is blazing very properly, but
as [ write my bhands are so numbed with
cold that it is difficult to form the char-
acters, though I have been wailting more
than two hours for the room to warm up.
We have had two weeks of summer weath-
er, but this morning a light snow i= falling
and the alr is raw and cold. One of these
little Loudon grates is totally inadequate
to the warming of even a small room when
the weather is at all cold, and there is no
other heating apparatus. When London js
cold the Londoner must =it and shiver,

Tha fire question is an important one for
the American to consider at almost all sea-
sons of the year, for it is not until June,
at any rate, that fires can be entirely dis-
pensed with. The coal is bituminous, or
what we commonly call soft coal, and no
housekeeper need be told that soft coal
makes a room very dirty with its dust. It
also burns out rapidly—almost as quickly
as wood, and if a fire is not watched it is
out in an hour or two. 8So do what he
will, the Londoner must sleep in & cold
ropm. Fver =0 good a tire in the evening
is out before one is [airly asleep, and, of
course, there = no way of heating the halls,

“Ah! but we are only in the halls for a
moment!” one of my landladies has said
1O me.

Precigely; but it is just in that moment
that a delicate person becomes chilled and
catches cold, particulariy an American who
is accustomed to a thoroughly warmed
house,

LODGINGS IN "THE SQUARES.”

One of the great lodging-hovse districts
of IL.ondon Is the nreighborhood of “the
Square=," once a very fashionable region,
Here the houses are large and well made,
presenting a much better appearance inside
than out. But they were all built for the
occupancy of one family, so they are not
well adapted for lodgings. He who can find
two good connecting rooms in one of <hem
is fortunate. It is much commoner to have
a sitting room on one floor and a hedroom
up two or three flights of stairs. And those
upper bedrooms are not quite as commo-
dious as the great rcading room of the
British Museum.

It is the proximity of the British Muscum,
with its library uf. 200,000 volumes, thuat
helps make ‘“‘the squares’” popular with
visltors. A stranger here is hardly con-
sidered fairly landed until he has a ticket
for the reading room of the great muscum,
all the other parts of it being accessible
without ticket, It is here that a few good

letters of introduction come into play, for
to procure a ticket It is necessary to have
the appiication signed by some respectable
householder; and the recommendations of
hotel kecpers, of boarding house or lodg-
ing house Keepers In favor of their guests
are not accepted. The application is sent
to the chict iibrarian, and if all goes well
the ticket is returned by mall within two or
three days without any charge. These
tickets entitie the holder to the use of the
reading room for six months, and may be
renewed.

But it is time that we were securing lodg-
ings., We must have a hansom, of course—
the American in London finds the hansom
cab o cheap and convenient that he usecs it
constantly at first. Why, the shilling fare
is hardly more than a car fare, so ditterent
from our New York cab fares. It is not till
he finds that he i= bankrupting himself that
he gives up the hansom habit and takes (o
the 'bus or the underground.

“They are the most expensive convey-
ances in the world,” a Londoner sald to me
the other day, “simply because they are so
cheap and convenient. The temptation to
use them is almost irresistible.”’

Now, when you go out to call your han-
gom the driver will know you for an Amer-
ican in a minute. It takes a little time to
learn the London way of doing it—the up-
lifted umbrella and the quick, sharp call
of “Hansom!” “Yes, sir."” says the driver,
and whirls up to the sidewalk and bends
down his head for the address, DBut for
that matter, vou are known for an Ameri.
can wherever you go. There s no use try-
ing to pass yourselt off for an Englishman,
for you “cawn't” do it. Your acecent be-
travs you: your clothes and the manner of
wearing them: your general hi‘&tl'[l!?—:. Den’t
want to disguise it, you say? Certainly not,
But if one could pull some American wool
over the eves of the Londoners his bills
would be many shillings less every week,
All Americans are millionaires, as is well
known.

We are bound for 568 Washington street,
Washington square, That is a name that
it pretty sure not to be applied to any real
street or square in London, though 1 have
geen a Washington hotel in Belsize Park.

The hansom is to be dismissed the mo-
ment we reach here, for hansoms are as
plentiful here as street cars in New Y"rrk‘
and can be called up at any moment. The
first one 1 rode In In London was numbered
fifteen thousand and something. There is
no haggling whatever over the fare, for
the price iz weae'l understood. It is only
right and natural that all ca®bies shoulil
be accused of swindiing, but so far 1 have
seen none of it here. 1f we give cabby an
extra penny or two, he touches his hat,
savs “Thawnk you, sir!” and drives off in
search of his next customer.

PROPER U'SE OF A KNOUKER.

At the front door a probiem confrontg us,

It is a double door, and there is a big

knocker on each section of it. On one side

sofa,

al

is a bell handle, and under the krocker is a |

little brass sign, reading, “"Ring al=0.”" But
yvou are too new in London, perhaps, to
use the knocker properly. Let me, with
my accumulated experience of two months,
do the knocking, because there Is as much
character in a knock here as in a face, 1
give a half dozen quick, loud taps, with ons
of the knockers, and “ring also.”™ 1t s a
loud ring, too, for that shows that people
of consequence have arrived, to be 'ad-
mitted instantly.
about that: no postman. no telegraph boy.
They understand that we know a knocker
when we see it, and are not 2afraid to
knock it.

Presently the door opens and a fresh
English country girl, in red cheeks,
cap and blg white apron, appears stiiling.
Yes, sir; the mistress §s in; will we come
up to the drawng room? We go up on.o
flight to the drawing room, gorgeous with
gilt, and =it down in the glit chairs, to
await with due humility the arrival of her
ladyship, the landlady, If we were English,
our manner would show her Instantly the
vast difference between our positions, but,
belng me-l"t"lr Americans, we are content to
treat the whole thing as a matter of busi-

ness,

One thing we may be certain of; we shall |

recelve clvil treatment whether we are in

| and

No tradesman’s summons | _
'not do themselves,
| wheras

white |

a cheap lodging house or the most expen-
sive, There Is not the shadow eof a question
about that. Everybody Is =0 civil and po-
lite here that 1 often wish New Yo:k could
come over here and take some lessons,
Postoffice clerks thank you when you buy
a stamp; railway ticket takers thank you
when you hand in your ticket; and a penny
1o & gtreet porter buys half a block of bows
and thanks. ,
Unfortunately no; the landlady has no
connecting rooms vacant, but she has a
very nice room on the first floor, and one
small bedroom on the fourth. The first
floor room (meaning up one flight), is the
back drawing room, and in admiring its size

you do not know that that litle grate wiil !
Of course you do not know |

never heat it.

it. Lucky fellow, you do not know haif
the ills that are in store for you if you rent
the room.

The upper bedroom? We climb some dark
and narrow stairs, and find it to be a stuffy
little place, not over ¢lean, and utterly un-
Siill:l!_»lt", S0 if you have spent a day or
two in visiting other lodging houses,
you probably have, and are heartily sick
of the whole business. yvou rent the back
drawing room, and at last you are really
settled in London lodgings. It is 20 ro-
mantic, on paper.

The terms? The landlady has them
her tongue's end. One pound a week for
the room and attendance, one shilling a
week for each gas burner you use, one

shiiling a day for your breakfast, sixpence |
for

a scuttle for coal, one shilling a day
luncheon, if you want it, and two-and-six
for dinner, when ordered. Immoediate pos-
session; the bargain is closed,

Wheén wa return to the street we find that |

nearly every house in the biock has a small
sign, elther in a front window or over the
door. Sometimes the sign says
ments,” and sometimes it is
residence.”” The first
in New York “furnished rooms,”” or In other
words London lodgings.
board and lodging, and denotes a
out-and-out hoarding house,
the New York plan. In the “Square"”
trict there are nearly as many of
as of lodging houses, There i= a small sign
also in the ba%ement window of nearly
every house, evidentiy written by the but-
ler, “No bottles,”” with the 8" invariably
done backward. This means that the house
has no bottles to seil or exchange, so ped-
dlers need not apply.

When we are ready for a hansom to take
us back to the hotel, getting one is a sim-
ple matter. We take a whistle from our
pocket and blow two shrili blasts, because
a single blow would eall a “‘four-wheeler.”
Immediately a hansom springs up out of
the strect some distance away, and the
driver holds up his hand for us. From
that moment we are his property. Any
other cabby who tried to steal us would
find himself in trouble.

A TASTE OF LIFE IN LODCGINGS,
Just what is going to happen to you in
your London lodgings I can tell you from
sad experience.
in at 7 in

“board and

regular

dis-

The young man s 1o come
the morning to make up your
fire, beeause you are not used yet to the
late London hours. But it is 8:30 before he
arrives, and the room meanwhile is too cold
to dress in. Your breakfast has been or-
dered for § and it has bene brought up at
9:45. Who cares for time in London? Ther
is one round tabla in the room upon which
yYou have neatly arranged vour books and
papers and some little Xkeepsakes from
home. But there is no other table, and that
one must be used for bregkfast. Off come
books, papers, and keepsakes almost before
vou Know whut's about, all thrown together
upon the sofa, a chair in a corner, or any
convenient place. You may ery out in
spirit, but it Is too late. The letters an-
swered are hopelessly mixed with the let-
ters unanswered. The article on evolution
is mingled with the article an cataplasms,
No matter, you ure in London lodgings.
;I‘I:ink of the romance of the thing and be
LELPPY.

Atter breakfast there is no well-laid plot
for the removal of the dishes; and the
longer they stand the more repulsive they
ook, There §s the gmpty teapot covered
with its dome of cloth, called a “cosey,”
and used to keep warm the tea that is not
there. And there is the platter that held
the slice of bacon. The soiled plate and
cup; the ungainly loaf of bread from which
you have sliced what you desired; the dish
of butter, The—the-—no, we can go no fur-
ther, for that is all. The lodging house
e of breakfast is a slice of hacon every
morning in the year, except on those gala
occasions when they bring you as much
salt fish as you could buy in a fish shop for
ik a=penny.

You replace your books and papers, the
hoy having come after you have tired vour
arm with ringing. FElectric bell? Only the
=ort of electricity that g.nerates with a
cord and a handle, Having two or three
bhours” writing to do, you set to work:; and
it is not till you begin to shiver that you
realize that the fire Is out. More ringing;
boy again: fresh fire. And what is this
the boy brings with him.,) & bunch of large
matches? illess your heart, that is a Lon-
don bundie of kindling wood. 1t is a little
farger than a dozen lead pencils bound to-
gether, but very little, If the fire refuses
to burn. he pours some sugar on it. 1If it
burns too fast, he puts ashes on it; if the
smoke prefers the room to the chimney, he
Fays it 18 “'so dawmp out this morning, sir.”

And then the evening—the grim, desolate,
lonesome evening-—after vou have been out
and dined, and paid your four shillings ster-
Hng for & dozen oysters on the half shell.
With the fire that dees not warm you and
ithe gas that deoes not light you, you will be-
gin to wonder =oon why vyvou should not
go out and break a show windos and be
sent to jail for it, and at least have some
fellow-conviets for company. The bov will
bring you a letter from home, and you will
kiss the stamp because it Is a familiar face
from America. And later on you will go
out into the strect to see faces, and will
gee =0 many strange ones that vou will
become more desolate than ever. The mid-
dle of the S8ahara desert would be a scene
of wild hilarity compared with the utter
desolation of a London lodging house for a
man living alone. But it i8 so romantic.

Yet there are thousands and thousands of
Londoners living in the greatest comfort in
lodgings. Ah! but they are Londoners, and
know how to de it. They know their rights
and privileges; whgreas you must take
things as they coie till you “learn the
ropes.”" as we say. What costg the Lon-
doner a shilling will cost you half a sover-
eign at first, and you may as well make up
vour mind to it. You will see others in
poorer rooms than yours living happily.
Courage, friend; vou will learn the secret
presently. but only through experience, and
when wour bank account has its rough
edges worn off,

YET COMFORT CAN BE FOUND.
That picture i= a study in black, decid-
edly, but T have not daubed the black paint

on too thickly. Fortunately there is a pic-
ture in brighter colors to relieve the som-

bermess, For a family spending the season
here, the London lodging is a very differ-
ent matter. I cannot give a better idea of

it than to describe guardedly the temporary
home of a Florida friend, from whose trees

[ have picked many a sweet orange, and
in whose house on the slope above the lako
I have spent many a merry evening. How
many times, in moments of deszolation, I
have jumped into a hansom and Jdriven
down to his lodgings at inopportune hours
I am not going to sav.

In such a ledging there is one gencral
room on the ground floor—dining room, sit-
ting room and parlor cembined. Back of
that is the family sleeping room—both
large and airy. Upstairs is a room for the
boy. The price for *“residence” in such a
place in an exeellent neighborhood is two
and a half guineas a week. Do not ask,
please, whether there are extras, for there
is nothing in London without extras: not
even the pavements, as vou must give a
small copper to the crossing sweeper.
First extra, three shillings and sixpence
i week for the use of the Kitchen fire. Sec-
ond extra, one shilling a week for each gas
burner used. Third extra, sixpence a sent-
tie for coal. The lady of whe lodging (not
the landlady) buyz all the provisions for
her family, even to pepper and salt and
nutmegs; and the landlady's cook cooks
them and her mald serves them and keeps
the rooms in order, The price for the
rooms includes the cooking and attend-
ance. So the lady is relieved of all kitchen
tribulations, and the family have just such
food as they prefer: and 1o have breakfast
at 8, it is only necessary to order it for 6:2.

These little things do not sour the temper
here as they would in New York., Evidently
there is something in the London atmo-
gphere to make and keep a man good-
natured. In nearly two months here I have
not heard a single cross or uncivil word
spoken by anybody. The “if vou please™
“thank you’' that are universal go a
long way toward smoothing over any lodg-
ing house difficulties. Things that would
mike a man fret and fume at home, and,
perhaps, cause him to use impolite quotn-
tions, merely make him laugh here. The
people are thoroughly good-natured, and to

| an American, especially, they are extremaoly

Kind.

they

W are “'so odd., vou know.'" that
expect us to do things that they would
“-!‘ can wear cack Coats

Englishman must wear frocks.
impunity we may stop any man
itreet to ask a directlon, whereas
an Eng'ishman would walk half a mile to
find a constable.

One other form of lodgige T must not
neglect to mention. That s the “mansion.’™
so-called—Imperial Mansiong Gordeon Man-
Pedford Mansions. and 20 on. The=e
buildings that in reality are
French fluts, Some of them are flve or six
stories high—they spell It “storey' here;
fawncey'—and generally there i an elevator
that i= larger than a cigar box, but not
nearly as bhig as a packing case. In these
places on can rent a parior and two bed-
rooms, comfortably furnished, with bath-
room., for from 2 to & guineas a week. There
{s a watler tap in the bath*adb marked

1
and with
in the
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are modern

as |
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ern Novelties,
agents.

A Confirmed Success

The popularity reached in our Suit and Skirt
departments is as we expected.

Seen the Goeds?

Skirts and Suits

See our FANCY CLOTH SKIRTS

at.-aouoqc-.o--toncn.-

A Silk-lined Tailor-made Suit (skirt
and jacket lined) 510000

A limited number of Children’s Jackets
odds and ends, all S1Z€S..ccveveees

Our Finer Goods

In our stock we are showing the leading East-
for which we are exclusive
Do not fail to see our line.

- & & & 8 % & ® &8 8 & &2 8 8 &

Have You

$2.25

- % % & 5 & % 80

i‘-—--.__'._ -.-..-.‘-... _-. -. . ._. .

$1.00

Boyd, Besten
& Langen Co.

5-5-8-5-0-%50-08N-uEEaEENEn
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“Hot,”
will come when the spigot Is turned.
serve meals in these tlats when
at a little above lodging house rates,

That 1 am not alone in my unromantic
satimate of London lodging houses is shown
by a little talk I had the other day with an
American who has had long experience
with them. Down at Low's Exchange 1
saw a famillar face, and a moment later
George Starr and 1 were shaking hands. He
had been out in the far east after curiosities
for Barnum’s show.

“Where are vouw staying?” 1 asked him,

“At the Cecil,” he answered.

“Phe Hotel Cecil?" said 1. “What a
mine the show business must be, to keep
you at the Cecil!”

“Not at all,” =aid he, “I go there purely
for economy. It is the cheapest place in
London. You can go out, to be sure, and
get lodgings for a few shillings & week, but
by the time they work in their extras on
yvou., for fires, gas, boowg, and a dozen other
things, it i3 cheaper to g0 10 one of the
best hotels.”

but that is no sign that hot water
They
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PHEASANT FARMS,

The Birds Reared to Stock the Game
Preserves Over the Country.

Boston Transcript.

Verner de Guise, an Englishman, owns
and runs oge of the largest pheasant farms
established in this country, and he enjoys
the distinction of being the first one to in-
troduce the English pheasant in the 1 nited
Siates for the purpose of replacing the
prairie chicken. His farm comprises fifty
acres of well-wooded and rolling land just
back of Mahwah, N. J., and enclosed with
a high wire netting. On this farm several
thousand birds have heen successfully
reared, and the Engilishman has the salls-
faction of knowing that his endeavors are
appreciated by every gun club in the East.
The pheasants were originaily brought from
England, but the climate here has agreed
with them go thoroughly that there is no
lenger any question about stocking pre-
serves with them. Owners of estates and
sporting elubg send in larger orders for the
birds every season than Mr. Guise can pos-
sibly 1ill, and ogegs are shipped to every
Stata in the Union, some going as far north

s s da.
“"l‘:1o:tnf':‘,3*ngllslr pheasants become aus wild
birds as any sportsman could ask for a frer
they have been turned loose on the pre-
serve or woodland park for a few months,
"he bird is pretty sure to stay on a f:tl’m
where it has become attached, and although
it will run or fly away at the approach of a
hunter its flight is only shert It is 1hi‘a
stay-at-home quality oflthv;lhnglish pheas-

$ akes it s0 valuable.
aua;l,‘h\l\'tu?o(.‘k'l‘-‘x.. there is another lsz.r;re
private preserve, where the common Eng-
lish pheasant has been reared sucr-m*.-;l’u_lly
now for several years, It is intended to in-
troduce the pheasant in Texas to take the
place of the prairie chicken, which is rap-
jdly decreasing in numbers. In the East
the pheasant will take the place of ruffled
grouse and quail, which are becoming al-
most as scarce as the passenger pigeons.
Attempts have been made time and again
to raise the ruffed grouse and quall in
captivity. but they do not thrive well, and
the efforts will be relinquished in this line
in the future, as the English pheasant pro-
duces much better results.

The Mongolian kjhc_-;usauu has been raised
in Oregon and Washington for several
vears as an experiment, and eggs of this
bird were hatched on the Waco pheasant
farm before the English pheasant was in-
troduced. The Mongolian pheasant is
handsomer than the English bird, but when
it comes to eating the flesh of the two the
former is not in it. Gastronomically the
English pheasant is the finest game bird
in *he world. It Is a descendant of the
Mongolian pheasant, but its cross with the
English partridge added a certain flavor
and gamy savor that greatly enhanced its
value,

in Washington and Oregon the Mongolian
pheasant has been improved and accli-
mated by crossing it with the American
pheasant, and the cross evolved from the
two distinet types of birds makes a most
desirable game bird. The American pheas-

ant is about the size of an ordinary ban-

tam rooster and is fullfy as plucky and
g:my., The Mongolian pheasant is larger,

but much handsomer in appearance, being
considered by many as the prettiest bird
in existence. The cross hetween these two
partakes of the qualities of each,
sportemen find them exceptionally
birds for eating and shooting. The fg%g
of the ™Mongolian pheasants are raised dm
Washington and Oregon In a.-unmderjhie
numbers, and there is a steady demand for
them throughout the country.

The State of Massachusellts several years
ago made an appropriation for the propa-
gation of pheasants, and has established
State coops at Winchester, Mass.,, where
the chickens are hatched out in numbers
and liberated in forests and flelds, so that
urder the fostering care of the government
that State will soon have an ample supply
of excellent game birds, The Texas Legis-
latnre is now being called upon to make a
similar gppropriation to introduce the
pheasant® generally througout that State
to replace the prairie chickens,

Geornge Vanderbilt is St O King his exten-
sive estates with a variety of pheasants,
end a great number of other wealthy own-

and
fine

| #rs of large parks and preserves are follow-

ing suit, Formerly, whenever the owner of
a large estate wished to introduce pheasants
onn it he had to send to England for the
cges or birds; or. If he wished Mongolian
pheasants, he had to import them from the
Orient. But to-day nearly all of the orders
are filled right here in this country. The

| ren=on for this is that the pheasant farmers

that are betler ac-
brought fresh from
England. Early in the history of the In-
dustry about halfl the eggs and young
pheasants died in their new country, but
the owner of an estate can to-day order
either egxs or birds from 'an American
farm and rest assured that the majority
of them will Jive., In fact, the mortality
among them 18 no greater than among our
common barn yvard poultry. Out of a clutch

have produeced birds
climated than those

| of fifteen ezgs, prohaby twelve will hateh,
| and

at l'asgt nine or ten will reach matur-
ity without serious sickness or accident.
At the New Jersey farm over a thousand

| of the English pheasants inhabit the woods

and open parts of the fifty-ncre ranch, and
the visitor there is treated to a rare sight,

On every hand the birds are jumping up |

cover, and «ither running away
like guall or fiving up into the ailr. The
birds shoot up among the houghs of the
treees 20 rapldly that a gunner would have

from some

pheasant has a plumage made up of all the
colors of the rainbow, and a tall a foot or
maore longer than the body. he female is
a dingy colored bird compared with the
cock. and her chief duty is (o rear young
birds. The female is rarely shot The
scrub oaks give the birds the best scratch-

.

|

desired. ‘

ing ground during the day, and for a roost=-
ing place they need woods and groves,
The birds lay their eggs In the densest

{ parts of the woods, and the keepers have to

| open grass flelds.
| used to a large extent,

| of the

The cock |

hunt for them in the layine seazon diligent-
ly. They are usualiy collected in the spring
and placed under good old hens kept in
The inenbator has been
but it has mnot
proved as successful as the mother birds,
When the eggs have hatched, the hens are
confined in coops to keep the young ones
from wandering away and getting lost or
killed, Should a hawk or other enamy ap-
pear the young pheasants instantly run to
the coop and seek shelter. The young
pheasants are fed on common_ boiled grain,
biscult, and occasionally hard-boiled eggs.
The eggs of the common ant agree with
them better than anvthing. They are fod
morning and evening until they are old
enough to look after tihemselves and pick
up enough to eat in the woods and fields
-

WHAT THE BUFFALO GNAT IS,

Col. Cody Tells Some of Hin Experi=

ences with the Pest.
New York Sun.

The “buffalo gnat,” word of the arrival of
which in afflicting numbers has come from
Texas within a few days, is one of tha
worst of insectplagues which the Southern
and Western séctions of the United States
are compelled to suffer. The gnat 1s detined
by the scientists as one of the genus simul-
fum, family simuliidae, or specifically as
the simullum pecuarum. It is one of the
diptera, and swarms in numbers almost in-
credible in the South and West, just in the
weather jn which Insect annoyances can
be borne Jeast well, either by beast or man,
Man is not by any means free from its as-
saults, although it is especially troublesome
to cattle and horses. It is similar to the
black fily, but is very small. Of cattle it is
a dreaded pest, sometimes killing them.

“It is a minute insect,” says one writer
on the subject, F. A. Lucas., “and occurs
at times in countless myriads, becoming a
scourge of cattle, rendering them frantic by
its persecutions.”

It is h¥l worriment, not by poison, that
it kills the sunffering live stock. The ani-
mals have to be protected from it by man
if they are to escape, just as men protect
themselves from the Texas “‘bull mosqui-
toes,"" by smudging the space under a net-
ting so that they can lie down beneath it
and listen to the mosguitoes singing out-
=ile. Some men here who have seen war
service in Texas, but were not familiar
with the buffalo gnat, were inclined to
think yesterday,” with the entomologists
quoted In yesterday morning’s Sun, that
the new insect pests in Texas were these
cld “"bull mosquitoes"" but this was an
error. The dispatches which told of the
coming of the gnats to Atlanta, Tex., and
the neighborhood, s=aid that the present
visitation was the first in fifteen years,
The gnats, however, are common in the
Mississippi Btates mnorth of Texas, and
farmers of Alabama and Missis=ippl are
fearful of their descent upon their cows.
Further north and west the gnats have
pestered the plainsmen and their horses
and stock for years: they were particularly
offensive when the buffalo were numerous,
and the presence of the bisons meant a
scourge of gnats, although the insects did
not confine their visits to the immediate
region of the herds.

Col. William F. Cody, who is just now
g'ving Brooklynites an opportunity to sé»
some dress rehearsals of his company of
ough riders, left his work a few minutes
yesterday and toid a reporter for the Sun
a little about his experience with the flies,

“Yes, I know "vm.'"” Colonel Cod sabd;
“they comg down—or up—by miillons in
some parts of the West. After a rainstorm
it seems as if lher come up right out of
the ground, lterally. by the million. And
yet they used to tell us up in the moun-
tainous caunLr¥ and on the plains that we
didn't know what the gnawo were, FPeople
used to speak about the gnats sometimes
Just as they might of the weather—'Gnats
are bad trto-day.,” or the contrary.

* 'Bad?” the men who l:ad' t"rumﬁ from th.o
south country used to say. ‘“Why, you don't

know what it is to ve the gnats “bad*’
here.” But they were bad enouxgh, espe-
In

clally on murky days. They would get
vour eyves, nose ears and mouth. It was
necessary to keep your mouth closed and
fight them. A man, of course, could com-
bat them, but the cattle and horses were
their victims. The gnats are little bits of
things, not a quarter the size of a house
fly, and they would swarm all over the poor
beasts and get into their ears and worry
them until they were almost crazy, or to
death. There was a sa yinr among the men
that a woman couldn’t live in the gnat
couldn't

country because she
mouth shut,

“The fiies are black or brown-black. They
got thelr name because they followed the
buffalo herds. The buffaloes went south in
the wimer., When a herd came up you
would see the gnats sometimes in a great
cloud about them., When the weather was
sticky, as after a storm, they were terri-
ble, and, as | sa’, it seemed as if the wet
ground teemed with them and that they
came up there out of the carth. They have
no poison so far as I know, although they
may affect people differently, just as mos-
qulitoes seem 10 poison some people, while
others are not affected by their biles. Mos-
quitoes don't affect me a particie. But the
gnats come in =uch myriads and get at the
animals all over, so that they Kkill them
by wortiment, 1 suppose that the gnals
have become troublesome In Texas, as the
high watars have gone down and left some
places marshy or swampy."

In parts of Loulsiana where the bhuffale
gnat = a common visitor after floods—
which it follows—the residents protect their
mules from the insects by placing them in
dark stables. The gnats will not go into
dark barns, but old mules which are turned
out in the lots the gnats prey upon until
they kill them.:
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Germnn Manufacture of Needles.
The Manufacturer.

The Germans during recent yoars
said to have made very remarkabie prog-
ress In the manufacture of needles. Last
vear the Germuans « xported 2. 8060 pounds
of these small but indisputable articles, as
compared with L8l pounds In 186, As
showing the rate at which the export side
German business has grown, it is
stated that In the elght yYears 1880-87 the
shipments were 1161500 pounds, and i the
following eight ending with 1888, 15.-
425,000 pounds, ctorfes of Alx-la-
Chapelle alone produce #0000 needles a
week, and they are sald to be for the most

art of superior quality The best outlet
Rnr these goods is Ching, which In 188 took

keep her

are,

YEAars,

el

| 80 per cent. of the whole export, ns com-

pared with no more than 3 per cent, In
1884. Other markets of 1'¢vn:hl-‘ruhle im-
wrtance are British India, France, Great

Iritaln. the United States, Austria-IHum-
gory, Itmuly and Turkey.
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